Below are the recommendations to the Agility Regulations. New regulations will come into force on January 1 2012 once accepted by the NZKC Executive Council.
Any comment about these regulations must reach the NZKCAC Secretary no later than November 20th 

Explanations in blue, additions in red, deletions in strikethrough.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rules for conduct of InterZone Agility competition.

Proposed regulation change will clarify some Zone team details:

· Remove requirement for Zone team members to submit official forms for Team entry.

· Add requirement for handlers to be resident in the Zone for which they trial.

· Add requirement for handler to be a member of a club within that Zone

9.2.3 Team Entry

Teams from each Zone shall be selected for entry into the Inter-Zone Competition. Entry shall be made on official NZKC entry forms with entries closing on 15 September.
9.2.4 Eligibility to Compete in Inter-Zone Agility Team Trials. – amend existing wording
9.2.4.1 Dogs must be eligible to compete in the appropriate class on 1 June each year. This regulation is not intended to prevent dogs which turn 18 months old subsequent to this date from competing in the Zone Teams Selection process. Dogs must be 18 months or older on the day of the first day of the Selection Trials for their Zone.

9.2.4.2 Handlers must be resident in the Zone for which they trial. Handlers must be members of a Club within the Zone for which they trial.

9.2.4.3 No dog or handler can be entered in more than one Zone. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AD and ADX Advanced Classes at Ribbon trials.

Proposed  regulation change will:-

· Allow entry on the day for AD and ADX advanced trials when held at ribbon events. 

· Competitors will still be required to supply an official NZKC entry form/registration details. 

11.4.4.2 Closing Date – new addition to regulation
The closing date of AD Classes and ADX Advanced Classes shall be no later than seven days prior to the date of the class. 

11.4.4.2.1 Where any AD and/or ADX Advanced Class are being held in conjunction with an agility Ribbon Trial, competitors may enter on the day. Competitors will still be required to supply an official NZKC entry form. 
5.2.10 The Closing Date for Entries

For any Agility or Jumpers Championship or Open Event or Trial, the closing date shall be no later than 7 days prior to the first day of the Event.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Handler interacting with equipment.
Proposed regulation is clear for everyone and confirms that handlers must go around all equipment. There will be no exceptions.
· Handlers cannot touch any equipment (either deliberately or accidentally), jump/step over any ramps, tunnels etc, or they will be faulted.‬

 
This regulation broken to be specific means the following:
Hurdles: Handlers must not touch a hurdle. If any handler deliberately or accidentally touches a hurdle it will incur a fault. Jumping of hurdles will also be faulted. This includes spread jumps, long jumps, brush jumps and wing jumps.
Tunnels: Handlers can no longer deliberately or accidentally touch a tunnel. The jumping of tunnels is no longer allowed. No stepping on or jumping over the chute of the collapsible. No entering of any part of the body through the aperture of the tunnels. These will all be faulted.
Hoop: No part of the handler’s body must enter the aperture or touch any part of the hoop.
Weaves: No part of the handler’s body will be able to pass through the weaves at any time.
Contact equipment (A-frame, dog walk, crossover, see-saw): No part of the handler’s body can deliberately or accidentally touch the contact equipment. No going under any contacts. No jumping or stepping over any part of any contact, even the very end of the contact. You will be faulted.
13.6.4.3 Handler interacting with Equipment – Deletions and additions
A fault shall be incurred if the handler 

(a) deliberately or accidently interacts with any obstacle by touching, jumping or

straddling or stepping over any part of it. if (in the opinion of the judge) in the instance of doing so the dog has received indication of the performance of the obstacle with which the handler interacted; or

(b) deliberately or accidentally places any part of their body within the aperture of a Hoop, Collapsible Tunnel/Tube or Pipe Tunnel. if (in the opinion of the judge) in the instance of doing so the dog has received indication of the performance of the obstacle with which the handler interacted; or

(c) deliberately or accidently (in the opinion of the judge) places any part of their body between any two weaving poles at any time; or

(d) goes under any part of any obstacle at any time; or 

(e) breaks the start or finish beam of an electronic timer

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Change to Regulation 10.1.2 Height of dogs and measurement certificates. 

Allows for temporary exemptions to be given for dogs to compete at a higher height category where they are under two years of age and receive an interim measure within 10mm of a height cutoff. At two years of age they must jump at whatever category they are measured at, unless approved for a permanent exemption.

10.1.2.5 Dogs Competing in Height Categories – Reword Regluation

Dogs must compete in the height category that they have been measured at, unless approval is given in terms of 10.1.2.6.1. All dogs competing in any class at any agility fixture must compete in the appropriate height category, unless an exemption is given.

10.1.2.6 Dogs Competing in a Higher Height Category Exemptions to height category.

Exemptions may be approved by the NZ Agility Committee for dogs to compete at a higher height category.

10.1.2.6.1 Interim exemption.
Owners of Micro, Mini and Midi dogs may chose to have their dog compete at a height one level higher than that which the dog is measured at. Owners wishing to do this must apply to the NZKC Agility Committee for approval prior to competing at the higher height. If approved, the dog’s measurement certificate will be endorsed by the NZKC Agility Committee and will show which height category the dog will compete at. The dog must compete at this height category thereafter, unless otherwise approved in terms of 10.1.2.6.2.. Dogs less than two years old with an interim height measure within 10mm of a height cut-off may compete at a height one level higher than which the dog is measured. Handlers must apply to the Agility Committee for an exemption to compete at the height 1 level higher. If approved by the Agility Committee, the dog must compete at the height of the exemption until the permanent measure at two years old. The dog must then compete at the height of the permanent measure.

10.1.2.6.2 Permanent exemption.
In the event of a dog having been approved in terms of 10.1.2.6.1 to compete at a higher height category, the dog may only return to the height category it is eligible for by measurement with the prior approval of the NZKC Agility Committee. Dog two years of age and older may compete at a height one level higher than that which the dog is measured on a permanent basis.

10.1.2.6.3 

A dog that has competed in a higher height category (in terms of 10.1.2.6.1) and subsequently returned to the height category it is eligible for by measurement (in terms of 10.1.2.6.2) shall not be able to re-apply to compete in a higher height category again. Owners must apply to the NZKC Agility Committee for an exemption prior to competing at the higher height category. If exemption is given the dog’s measurement certificate will be endorsed by the NZKC Agility Committee and will show which height category the dog will compete at.
10.1.2.6.4 Relinquishing an exemption.

Where a dog has been approved for a permanent exemption, the dog may only compete at the height category it is eligible for with the approval of the NZKC Agility Committee. The dog will not be eligible for any further exemption. 
10.1.2.7 Transition Rule for Dogs Measured Prior to 21 February 2010 – delete regulation
Due to the change in parameters which determine the height category a dog is eligible for, the following will apply to all dogs which have a Certificate of Measurement prior to 21 February 2010:

(a)
Any dog which, based on its existing Certificate of Measurement, would move from its eligible height category as at 21 February 2010 to a lower height category as at 1 July 2010, must be remeasured before being able to compete from 1 July 2010 onwards.

(b)
Any dog which, based on its existing Certificate of Measurement, would not change from its eligible height category as at 21 February 2010 to a lower height category as at 1 July 2010, may be remeasured if desired by the owner.

(c)
The result of any remeasure made in terms of 10.1.2.7 (a) or 10.1.2.7 (b) will determine the height category the dog is eligible for from 1 July 2010, (d)
Notwithstanding 10.1.2.7 (c), if, as a result of remeasure, a dog becomes

eligible for a height category that is higher than that which it was eligible for as at 21 February 2010, the owner may choose either to move to the higher height category or remain in the height category it was eligible for as at 21 February 2010.

(e)
The NZKC Agility Committee will provide blanket approval to revoke and/or amend any Certificate of Measurement (in terms of 10.1.3.5) for any dog remeasured in terms of 10.1.2.7 (a) and/or 10.1.2.7 (b), until 1 January 2011.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Changes to interim and permanent measurements.
10.1.3.1 - Reword complete regulation
Permanent Measurement Certificates

All dogs over the age of 2 years, wishing to compete in Championship Agility and/or Jumpers Events, Agility and/or Jumpers Open Events, AD and ADX Classes shall be required to have a NZKC Certificate of Measurement registered against the registration records for that dog at the NZKC.

The records shall show the measurement in millimetres and the measure must be conducted no earlier than 2 weeks prior to the dog's second birthday.

10.1.3.2

Agility Ribbon Trial Measurement Certificates Dogs wishing to compete in Agility, Jumpers and/or Games Ribbon Trials which do not have a Certificate of Measurement registered against the registration records for that dog at the NZKC, shall be required to have a Certificate of Measurement completed prior to competition. Such a certificate is to be valid for Ribbon Trials only and is not to be registered with the NZKC.

10.1.3.3

Interim Measurement Certificates

Any dog competing between the ages of eighteen months and two years of age may compete upon the issue of an interim Certificate of Measurement which need not be registered with the NZKC. Any interim certificate issued for any dog so competing shall be produced to the secretary of the club conducting the event prior to competition.

10.1.3.4

Registration of Measurement Certificate

A Certificate of Measurement shall be registered with the NZKC by the NZKC Agility Committee Secretary forwarding it to the NZKC. The measurer of any dog shall forward the details of such measurement to the Agility Committee Secretary within fourteen days of the date of measurement. The Certificate of Measurement shall be retained by the owner.

10.1.3 Measurement certificates.
All dogs 18 months of age and older must be issued with a measurement certificate. The measure must be conducted no earlier than 2 weeks prior to the dog turning 18 months or two years old. The measurer shall forward the details of such measurement to the Agility Committee within fourteen days of the date of measurement. The certificate of measurement shall be retained by the owner. 

10.1.3.1 Interim Measurement Certificates 

Any dog competing between the ages of eighteen months and two years of age may compete upon the issue of an interim Certificate of Measurement which need not be registered with the NZKC. Any interim certificate issued for any dog so competing shall be produced to the secretary of the club conducting the event upon request. 

10.1.3.2 Permanent Measurement Certificate.

A dog over the age of two years may compete in agility upon the issue of a permanent certificate of measurement. All permanent certificates of measurement for NZKC registered dogs shall be registered with the NZKC.

10.1.3.3 Agility Ribbon Trial Measurements 

Dogs wishing to compete in Agility, Jumpers and/or Games Ribbon Trials, shall be required to have a Certificate of Measurement completed prior to competition. Where such dogs are subsequently registered with the NZKC the measurement details will be forwarded to NZKC. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Changes who is allowed to measure dogs and the method.

10.1.4.2

Method of Measurement – Reword regulation
The dog shall be measured by two people jointly, one of which must be an official measurer appointed by the NZKC Agility Committee. The second person can be either another official measurer, or a Senior Agility Judge, or a member of the NZKC Agility Committee. These two people are to measure the dog together at a time and place to be nominated by the measurers. The official measurer will issue a NZKC Certificate of Measurement, signed by both parties conducting the measurement. This measurement will be done utilising a measuring device approved by the NZKC Agility Committee and following the ‘Guidelines for Measuring dogs’ as produced by that Committee.

The dog shall be measured by two people who must be official measurers appointed by the NZKC Agility Committee. These two people are to measure the dog together at a time and place to be nominated by the measurers. The official measurer will issue a NZKC Certificate of Measurement, signed by both parties conducting the measurement. This measurement will be done utilising a measuring device approved by the NZKC Agility Committee and following the ‘Guidelines for Measuring dogs’ as produced by that Committee. 

10.1.4.3
Age of Dog – Delete regulation
All dogs competing aged two years or more shall have had their Certificate of Measurement registered at the NZKC prior to competition
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.2.8 Official Entry Form

All entries in any must be on the official NZKC entry form.

All entries for Championship Agility or Jumpers Event, Agility or Jumpers Open Event, AD Class or ADX Advanced Class must be on an Official NZKC Entry Form, or by online entry if the club is using this format for the taking of entries. 
