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Consultation on AD/ADXA, Graduation, Points and Variable Splits 

The Agility Committee will shortly be releasing a comprehensive survey about AD/ADXA, graduation through 

the classes, the points system and variable splits.  This survey will ask your opinions on the current systems 

and offer some proposals for change. 

Because of the volume of background information, the survey will be split into two parts.  This first part will 

deal with optional graduation from Starters Agility, the structure of AD/ADX, and the requirement for 

AD/ADX qualifications as part of Agility Champion and Grand Champion titles. 

Variable Splits and the points system will be dealt with in the second discussion document and survey. 

This document has been released ahead of the first survey to give everyone time to read, digest, discuss and 

read again. 

We suggest that this discussion document be read in conjunction with the current Agility Regulations which 

can be downloaded here http://www.dogagility.org.nz/cont/regulations.html   The relevant sections of the 

Regulations are referenced throughout. 

When considering the options, we ask that you look at these not only from your own point of view, but from 

the point of view of others who walk a different path from you.  We acknowledge that there will be 

discussion on social media, and we ask that this remains polite and respectful. 

 

Background 

Our graduation, qualification and title system was initially based on Obedience and Conformation (breed 

showing) graduation, titles and qualifications.  As Agility has forged its own path, some parts of that system 

have become outdated and perhaps no longer make sense in the context of modern Agility. 

New Zealand Agility has a long and strong history of a graduation and title system based on wins.  This is a 

highly competitive system which rewards both speed and accuracy.  However, it is acknowledged that there 

needs to be a pathway to success for those teams who are the steady achievers, but who will not attain the 

title of Agility or Jumpers Champion.  This has been addressed in some part with the introduction of 

Milestone Awards for clear rounds and other qualifications such as Senior Dog.  However, more could be 

done, and the Agility Committee believes that there are some options that would work alongside our 

existing win system. 

There has been much discussion around Agility Dog (AD) and Agility Dog Excellent (ADX) including access to 

AD/ADX opportunities and the requirement for these to be included as part of the Agility Champion and 

Grand Champion titles and this has been raised in correspondence to the Agility Committee. 

http://www.dogagility.org.nz/cont/regulations.html
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There has also been discussion and correspondence relating to the split system with variable splits being 

presented as an option.  It is apparent that the current split system is causing a disparity between those 

areas where splits are the norm and those where splits rarely or only sometimes happen. 

The points system which was introduced prior to splits is now somewhat outdated.  Points are another way 

of graduating through the classes without wins.  Our option for a revamped points system seeks to make 

points more relevant in those areas of the country where class numbers exceed 15. 

 

Consultation Timeline 

The timeline for the consultation is as follows: 

• Consultation document #1 released for Q&A—10 January 

• Q&A questions close – 17 January 

• Q&A responses published—21 January 

• Survey #1 released—24 January 

• Survey #1 closes—28 January 

• Consulation document #2 released for Q&A—31 January 

• Q&A questions close – 7 February 

• Q&A responses published—11 February 

• Survey #2 released—14 February 

• Survey #2 closes—18 February 

• AC recommends regulation changes to Executive Council—April 

• Any regulation changes come into effect—1 July 

 

Please read this consultation document carefully.  If you have any questions, please email these to 

consultation@dnzac.nz by 17 January.  Questions will not be answered individually, but a full Q&A document 

will be released on 21 January. 

The surveys are only open to people currently active in agility and for this reason your Dogs NZ membership 

number and the permanent number of your youngest competing dog will be required fields.  You may 

complete each survey only once. 

 

 

  

mailto:consultation@dnzac.nz


 

 3 

 

Optional Graduation from Starters Agility 

Current regulation:  14.2.1 – Graduation from Starters to Intermediate 

Also refer to:  15.2.1 – Graduation from Grade C to Grade B (Jumpers) 

Handlers already have the option for their dogs to move from Jumpers C to Jumpers B once they have 

achieved 25 Clear Rounds.  It is mandatory to move to Jumpers B after two Jumpers C wins. 

The survey will ask your opinion on applying the same optional graduation by gaining 20 Clear Rounds in 

Starters to give handlers more choice about when their dog graduates to Intermediate. 

 

Structure of AD/ADX 

It is acknowledged that there is a desire to retain the AD and ADX qualifications as these are an important 

recognition of achievement to many people.   

The survey will ask your opinions on the current system and two alternative proposals.  There will be no 

survey option for getting rid of the AD and ADX qualifications, as it has been established from previous 

surveys that there is a strong desire to retain these. 

Current Regulation:  11.4.4 – AD and ADX Class Organisation 

Currently each year there are eight AD and eight ADX classes within each Zone plus one of each at NZDAC. 

In the South Island AD/ADX are predominantly run at Championship Events.   

In the North Island they are predominantly run at Ribbon Trials.  This is due to the large numbers of entries 

at Championship Events with no time to set up and run AD/ADX. 

Due to the time it takes to set up the prescribed courses they are often run as the first events of the day.  

The time pressures involved mean that the class is often rushed with competitors being required to leave 

the ring after their dog has faulted. 

In both Islands there are issues of access with people having to travel a lot to attain their AD/ADX.  Where 

AD/ADX are predominantly held at Ribbon Trials this means attending Ribbon Trials for no other reason than 

“chasing” AD/ADX. 

Current Regulation:  11.4.2 – AD Class Courses 

Current Regulation:  11.4.3 – ADX Class Courses 

Currently there is a set of 12 AD courses which must include weaves and a minimum of three contact 

obstacles.  The rate of travel required is 2.5 m/s. 

Currently there is a set of 12 ADX courses which must include a minimum of three contact obstacles.  The 

rate of travel required is 3 m/s. 

To ensure that the courses are set consistently and that the rate of travel is achieved, course setup is very 

particular and can take quite some time. 
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Some competitors feel that the set courses do not always reflect current developments in course design 

(they need to be regularly updated) and there is no flexibility for ground or weather conditions or other 

situational requirements.  They can also be repetitive with the same course being drawn on consecutive 

weekends. 

To address these issues while retaining the existing structure of AD and ADX, the proposal is to incorporate 

AD into standard Championship classes. 

There are two proposals for consideration: 

 

Proposal 1:  Integrate AD into standard Championship Novice classes and ADX into standard 

Championship Intermediate classes. 

● Clubs will nominate one Novice and one Intermediate class per Championship show which includes 

Agility as the AD and ADX classes respectively.  This will greatly increase the availability of AD/ADX 

classes while retaining some pressure to qualify over a specific course which is a feature of the existing 

system.  “Championship Show” means any event being held over one or more consecutive days.  i.e. a 

two day show would incorporate one AD and one ADX class over the course of the weekend. 

● Judges judging the nominated AD/ADX classes will be required to include the same obstacles as the 

current AD and ADX regulations, with the exception of the see-saw in AD (Novice) courses.  This will 

retain the idea of AD/ADX as a test of the dog’s understanding and competency over the full range of 

obstacles. 

● As well as the standard course time for the Novice and Intermediate classes there will be a qualifying 

course time for AD and ADX as per the current regulations. 

● Competitors will compete for wins and places as usual based on the standard course time. 

● All clear rounds attained at the qualifying course time will also be awarded an AD or ADX certificate as 

appropriate. 

● The current requirements for award of the qualifications will stay the same with the addition that dogs 

will automatically be awarded the ADX qualification on graduation from Novice to Senior if this has 

not been previously attained. 

● Dogs that are eligible to enter both Novice and Intermediate will be eligible to attain an AD certificate 

up to the point where they gain ADX (i.e. four AD clear rounds over Novice courses) and then will be 

eligible to attain an ADX certificate up to the point where they gain ADX Gold (i.e. six ADX clear rounds 

over ADX nominated Intermediate courses) 

 

Proposal 2:  Integrate AD into standard Championship Novice classes and ADX into standard 

Championship Intermediate and Senior Classes. 

● Ten Clear Round Certificates (CRCs) in Novice gains AD.  The handler can then choose to graduate this 

dog into Intermediate or stay in Starters (as an equivalence to Jumpers).  However, if the dog has two 

wins in Starters or Novice and gains AD, graduation into Intermediate will be compulsory.  Dogs will 

automatically be awarded the AD qualification on graduation from Novice to Senior if this has not 

been previously attained. 
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● A further qualification will be awarded thereafter for each group of 10 CRCs thereafter in either 

Intermediate or Senior: 

o 10 = ADX 

o 20 = ADXB 

o 30 = ADXS 

o 40 = ADXG 

 

Consequences and Considerations for Both Proposals: 

● There will be reduced setup time for AD/ADX as there is no requirement for separate courses. 

● There will be no additional running time for AD/ADX if they are run within the standard classes. 

● Access will be improved as all Championship Events which include Agility will incorporate AD/ADX. 

● The proposal will give Intermediate more purpose to some Senior competitors as they seek their ADX 

Bronze, Silver and Gold qualifications. 

● Ribbon Trial only clubs will not be able to run AD/ADX. 

● There will be reduced entries at Ribbon Trials where AD/ADX may have been run. 

o This may reduce entry numbers for those Ribbon Trials 

o It may also mean that Ribbon Trials become more manageable and more focused on new 

handlers having a go at competition. 

o Clubs will have time to add more standard classes to Ribbon Trials 

● There will be no AD/ADX entry income for clubs. 

● There will be a reduction in AD/ADX levies paid to the Agility Committee – these levies contribute to 

the AC funds for things like Equipment Grants. 

 

AD/ADX Contribution to Graduation from Starters/Novice 

Current Regulation 14.2.1 – Graduation from Starters to Intermediate 

Current Regulation 14.2.2 – Graduation from Novice to Senior 

Currently, on attaining the AD qualification (two AD clear rounds) dogs are graduated from Starters to 

Intermediate.  On attaining ADX and two wins in Novice or Intermediate dogs are graduated from Novice to 

Senior. 

For some dogs who find it difficult to win out of Starters and/or Novice this is a pathway to the higher 

grades. 

For handlers who would prefer that their dogs spent more time in these grades it means that they choose 

not to enter AD/ADX until their dog has graduated on wins. 

The survey will ask your opinion on making graduation optional based on both the AD/ADX proposals above 

and the status quo to give handlers more choice about when their dog graduates. 
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Requirement for AD/ADX Qualifications for Agility Champion/Agility 

Grand Champion 

Current Regulation 8.1.1 – Agility Champion 

Current Regulation 8.1.2 – Agility Grand Champion 

Currently, to attain the title of Agility Champion dogs must have their ADX qualification.  To attain the title of 

Agility Grand Champion dogs must have their ADX Gold qualification. 

There are arguments for and against retaining this requirement: 

The survey will ask your opinion on retaining or deleting these requirements based on both the AD/ADX 

proposals above and the status quo. 

It should be noted that with Proposal 1 ADX is automatically attained on graduation from Novice and in 

Proposal 2 ADX is automatically obtained on twenty CRCs in Novice or higher.  

The survey will also ask you about your opinion on a proposed change should AD and ADX be removed from 

the requirements for Agility Champion and Grand Champion: 

Currently: 

AgCh 6 Challenges (one 1st place), under three judges, 10 CRCs in Senior and ADX 

AgGrCh 20 Challenges (ten 1st place) and ADXG 

Proposed change: 

AgCh 6 Challenges (one 1st place), under three judges, 15 CRCs in Senior 

AgGrCh 20 Challenges (ten 1st place) and 30 CRCs in Senior 

 

 


